
IF YOU SEE ONE FROM THE BEACH, 
IT’S TOO LATE TO RUN! 

Tsunami that strike coastal areas are almost always 
caused by earthquakes. Underwater volcanic 
eruptions or landslips can also generate tsunami. 
These tsunami sources may occur far away or very 
near where you live. 

Some tsunami can be very large. I n  coastal areas 
they can reach heights of 10 metres or more 
(30 metres in some cases) and they can move inland 
a kilometre or more. 

A tsunami consists of a series of waves. Often the 
first wave may not be the largest. The danger from 
a tsunami can last for several hours after the arrival 
of the first wave. 

Tsunami can move faster than a person can run. 
In  deep water, waves may reach speeds greater 
than 600 kms per hour. 

Sometimes a tsunami causes the water near shore 
to recede, exposing the Ocean floor. If you see this, 
leave immediately. 

The force of some tsunami is enormous. Large rocks 
weighing several tonnes along with boats and other 
debris can be moved inland hundreds of metres by 
the tsunami. Homes and other buildings are 
destroyed. All this material and water moves with 
great force and can kill or injure people. 

Tsunami can occur at any time, day or night. 
Tsunami can travel up rivers and streams that lead 
to the ocean. 
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