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Report 12.245 
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File N/04/09/01 

Committee Hutt Valley Floodplain Management Subcommittee 
Author Sharyn Westlake, Senior Engineer, Strategy and 

Advisory Specialist 

The Wainuiomata River Flood Hazard Information 
Update 

1. Purpose 
To advise the Subcommittee of outcomes from the community consultation 
regarding the Wainuiomata River flood hazard, and seek endorsement of the 
final Flood and Erosion Hazard Information Sheets for the Wainuiomata River 
floodplain.  

2. The decision-making process and significance 
The matter requiring decision in this report has been considered by officers 
against the requirements of Part 6 of the Local Government Act 2002 (the Act).   

2.1 Significance of the decision 
Officers have considered the significance of the matter, taking the Council's 
significance policy and decision-making guidelines into account.  Officers 
recommend that the matter be considered to have low significance. 

Officers do not consider that a formal record outlining consideration of the 
decision-making process is required in this instance. 

In making this assessment Officers are not seeking to assess the importance 
placed on the issue by specific individuals, groups or agencies in the 
community.  Officers acknowledge that the matters referenced in this report 
may have a high degree of importance to affected or interested parties. 

3. Background 
On 23 June 2011 options for updating the Wainuiomata River flood hazard 
were put to the Hutt Valley FloodPlain Management Subcommittee (Report 
11.228).  



The Subcommittee subsequently recommended to Council that budget was 
made available for Option 2 in the 2011/12 Annual Plan. Option 2 is detailed 
as follows: 

Plot current flood levels into LiDAR to get refined flood extents and depths.  
Re-publish the information sheets with the updated information, mail out to all 
affected landowners, and make available for HCC LIMS. 

• Plot current flood hazard extent over LiDAR using 2000 hydraulic model 
levels.   

• For missing LiDAR area use the historic terrain from the original model. 

• Use existing erosion hazard and structural damage lines, with minor 
refinements.  

• Present the information as the more accurate flood hazard area and 
without the water depth classes shown. 

• Re-publish the information sheets with the updated information, mail out 
to all affected landowners, and make available for HCC LIMS. 

Council approved additional funding for this work along with other hazard 
mapping across the region at the Council meeting of 29 June 2011 (Report 
11.278). 

Council undertook remapping of the flood hazard for the Wainuiomata River 
floodplain as recommended to the Hutt Valley FloodPlain Management 
Subcommittee on 23 June 2011 (Report 11.228).  The hydraulic modelling 
process carried out exceeded the requirements detailed in Option 2 (above).  
The main points of variance were as follows: 

• An updated hydrological analysis was carried out using the 13 years of 
extra data available (since the 1998 analysis used in the original model) 
and the rating curve for the flow meter at Leonard Wood Park updated.  

• The model was recalibrated and refined using the available data that was 
collected from the 2004 flood event. 

• Further flood level data was collected following meetings with a number 
of the local residents and used in the recalibration of the model.   

Based on the results of comparison of the calibration runs and the comparison 
of the aerial photos with the flood spread, we have a high level of confidence 
that the model has produced results within an acceptable level of accuracy for 
the production of flood hazard maps. 

The remapping of the flood hazard resulting from the updated hydraulic 
modelling, and the proposed community consultation process, were reported to 
the Hutt Valley FloodPlain Management Subcommittee on 1 December 2011 
(Report 11.564). 

The final Flood and Erosion Hazard Information Sheets and suggested Hutt 
City Council Land Information Memorandum (LIM) statement, which have 
been compiled following consultation feedback, will be presented to the 
Subcommittee at the meeting on 26 June 2012.  An example sheet is contained 
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in Attachment 1 to this report, and the suggested LIM statement is contained 
in Attachment 2. 

The updated Flood and Erosion Hazard Information Sheets will then be 
forwarded to Hutt City Council for inclusion on Land Information Memoranda, 
and posted on Greater Wellington’s web site. 

4. Consultation 
As part of reviewing the flood hazard information, we have consulted with: 

• The community, via a drop-in session at the Wainuiomata Golf Club on 
15 February 2012.  A letter was sent to all people within the flood and 
erosion hazard area inviting them to participate (235).  This meeting was 
attended by Hutt City Council representatives, Councillors and at least 23 
residents and interested parties. Following feedback received at this 
meeting, specific investigation of several areas where the flood hazard 
was queried, including site survey was carried out. 

• Further discussions have been had with residents including Bill Voisey, 
Ian Turner and Margot Fry, Godfrey Fernandez, Ken Jackson, Shane 
Edwards and Mike Curtis.  

• Hutt City Council Officers. 

• John Philpott, a River Engineer engaged by a number of residents to 
undertake site-specific assessments. 

• Further e-mail feedback suggesting additional changes to the draft 
Information Sheets and the suggested Hutt City Council Land 
Information Memorandum (LIM) statement was also received. 

Following the public meeting, comments received and specific feedback, the 
draft Flood Hazard Information Sheets and suggested LIM statement were 
changed and mailed out to attendees of the public meeting and John Philpott 
with an opportunity to provide further feedback before 25 May 2012.  These 
were also sent to Hutt City Council. 

Considerable further feedback and discussion has also been received from 
individuals regarding the erosion hazard lines.  The revision of the flood hazard 
information sheets was not intended to be included as part of this process, but 
we have made some changes and agreed a method of including further 
information as it comes available. 

5. Comment 
Feedback from residents through the community consultation process has been 
taken into account in compiling the final Flood and Erosion Hazard 
Information Sheets and suggested Hutt City Council Land Information 
Memorandum (LIM) statement, and is commented on below.   

Flood Hazard Information 
From feedback received, it is clear that opinions differ on the best way to show 
the flood hazard information.  With the more detailed model results available, 
officers had tried to depict the flood hazard by showing water depth as a 
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graduated change in colour.  However, feedback through the consultation 
period showed that it is difficult to interpret the water depths with the 
underlying aerial photo colour.  Officers have, therefore, decided that at this 
stage the flood hazard is to be shown as a single-shaded area on the maps, 
which is consistent with the other flood hazard information being produced by 
GW, such as maps for the Waiwhetu and Pinehaven Streams 
(see http://www.gw.govt.nz/pinehavenstream/ and 
http://www.gw.govt.nz/waiwhetustream/).    

As the purpose of the data sheets is to inform regarding the potential flood and 
erosion hazard on the floodplain, officers consider that the single shaded blue 
area achieves the aim of indicating that the property may be affected by flood 
hazard.  Further, officers are able to provide additional information on request 
regarding location-specific flood water depth information.  If property owners 
(or others) would like maps at a different scale showing the 'depth' information 
over their properties on a graduated blue scale, this can also be provided on 
request and interpretation of the information discussed.  

Erosion Hazard Information  
Updating the Erosion Hazard information was not included in the work budget 
approved by Council to be carried out as part of updating Wainuiomata flood 
hazard information.  Officers have recommended that individuals engage their 
own expert if they wish to get a better understanding of the erosion risks on 
their property.     

Site-specific Erosion Hazard Assessments 
Officers have considered how to deal with the situations where site-specific 
information is obtained by the owners, and how this should be managed.  If the 
information is kept by the owner, people viewing information on the GW 
website or obtaining a LIM from HCC would not be aware that further 
information exists. 

Officers have discussed this with HCC Officers and agreed that site-specific 
information obtained by property owners would be able to be sent by the owner 
to GW, who will verify that the information has been carried out by a suitably 
qualified person and that there are no obvious omissions. GW officers will then 
forward the information with a cover letter to HCC.  HCC could then include it 
on the LIM so that it would be part of any LIM report request by an owner or 
prospective owner. The GW website will also be annotated to indicate that 
‘further site-specific information is available for this property’. 

Site-specific Erosion Hazard Assessments for Properties at 1100B, 
1100C, 1248 and 1276 Coast Road 
Site-specific erosion hazard assessments have been commissioned by residents 
and carried out by John Philpott & Associates for the properties at 1100B, 
1100C, 1248 and 1276 Coast Road.  These site-specific assessments were 
received by GW on 1 June 2012.  GW has verified these reports, and is 
confident that there are no obvious omissions. These reports have been 
forwarded with a cover letter to HCC to include on LIMs for these properties.  
Additionally, the Flood and Erosion Hazard Information Sheet 3 has been 
amended to indicate that there is ‘Site-specific Erosion Hazard Information 
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Available’ for these properties. Example final Flood and Erosion Hazard 
Information Sheets are included as Attachment 1. 

Hutt City Council Land Information Memorandum (LIM) Statement  
Feedback was received at the Consultation meeting, and following the meeting, 
that wording changes should be made to the HCC LIM statement.  During the 
consultation process proposed wording suggestions were also sought on the 
statement as HCC Officers have indicated a willingness to consider suggestions 
on the wording put forward by GW, resulting from the consultation.  The LIM 
statement to be suggested to HCC is given in Attachment 2.  

The Subcommittee should note that the final decision on wording to use for the 
HCC LIM statement lies with Hutt City Council.   

6. Communication 
Further communication proposed regarding the Wainuiomata River Flood and 
Erosion Hazard Information is that the new Information Sheets with changed 
maps are to be republished, sent to HCC and put on the GW website. 

The suggested wording for the HCC Land Information Memorandum  
statement is to be sent to HCC.   

7. Recommendations 
That the Subcommittee 

1. Receives the report. 

2. Notes the content of the report. 

3. Endorses the Amendments to the Flood and Erosion Hazard Information 
Sheets for the Wainuiomata River as proposed in Section 5. 

Report prepared by: Report approved by: Report approved by: 

 
Sharyn Westlake 

 
Jan van der Vliet  

Graeme Campbell 
Senior Engineer, Strategy and 
Advisory Specialist 

Team Leader Investigations, 
Strategy and Planning 

Manager 
Flood Protection  

 

Report approved by:   

 
Wayne O'Donnell 
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Attachment 1 to Report 12.245 

Example Final Flood and Erosion Hazard Information Sheets 
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Attachment 2 to Report 12.245 

 

Wording suggested to Hutt City Council for Land Information Memorandum 
(LIM) Statement  

Council records show part or all of this property is in the Wainuiomata River 100-year 
flood and erosion hazard area (see enclosed map).  The map is based on modelling work 
carried out by Greater Wellington Regional Council.   

The 100-year flood extent results from the modelled 100-year return period event 
including 0.6m freeboard and an appropriate allowance for increased flood flows arising 
from impacts due to climate change through to the year 2090. 

The Potential Erosion Hazard Area is the area which the lower Wainuiomata River 
channel could continue to migrate naturally if no river control works were undertaken to 
limit channel movement. The time period could range from a small number of years to 
hundreds of years. Before any new development in the Potential Erosion Hazard Area 
site-specific advice should be obtained from a suitably qualified person to verify the 
erosion hazard at the proposed development site.  Development may be permitted if the 
risk to the new development is no more than minor, taking into consideration the 
characteristics of the natural hazard, its magnitude and frequency, potential impacts and 
the vulnerability of development.  Site-specific erosion hazard information held by Hutt 
City Council is included in this LIM. 

Greater Wellington Regional Council provided this modelling information to Hutt City 
Council, and recommends you contact staff at the Regional Council on (04) 384 5708 
who are available to discuss issues and provide more information relating to the flood 
hazard. 
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